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UK Waste policy

Recycling rates for waste
from households

* Scotland —41.7%

* Wales — 56.7%

* Northern Ireland — 48.4%
* England —44.1%




Capturing food and garden waste @reassociation

 Household waste from March 2026

 Recyclable household waste must be collected for
recycling or composting - includes food and
garden waste

 Food waste must be collected at least once a week

- Food and garden waste may be collected together
where—

- (@) itis not technically or economically practicable to
Environment Act 2021 collect recyclable household Wastd in those
recyclable’waste streams separately or

(b) coIIecting recyclable household waste in those
recyclable waste streams separately has no
sighificant environmental benefit

* Business waste (non-domestic, industrial and
commercial)

« Requirement for food waste collections from
March 2025 or March 2027 for micro-firms

2021 CHAPTER 30
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Food waste:
« 9.5 MT total food waste
Food and 6.6MT from households

garden « 4.5 MT still edible
« 2.1TMT inedible
waste today |

 18% reduction in food waste
since 2007

« Approx 2.2MT recycled
through composting and AD

Garden waste:
3.39MT going to composting

@REAssociation
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Incentives
for AD




Quality
Standards

Total contamination (glass, metal,
plastic and other non-stone
fragments) >2mm

0.25% w/w
Plastic >2mm 0.12% w/w
Scotland:
Plastic >2mm 0.06% w/w

50% of PAS100 limit

Total physical contaminants (glass,

metal, plastic and other non-stone

man-made fragments) >2mm
0.04-0.36kg/t

: Scotland:
~ Plastic >2mm 3.2-28.8g/t
| 8% of PAS110 limit
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Contaminated
feedstocks










Contamination

Level of contamination varies
Estimate 2-8% typically :
Costs time and money to remo-{;

Conservative estimate of £7. 5M
annum in UK

Case study
AD operator paying £156/t

- Separate, wash, press and dispose of
contamination

ISWA figures £150-200 per tonne of
contamination

USA - 21% of operating costs on
contamination removal




Contamination hierarchy @reassociation

The contaminant management hierarchy

Most

preferred - Selecting feedstocks carefully
PHE\IENTION @ » Separate collections

*» Good communication

High fragmentation -
and high risk of loss REMOVAL BEFORE O : ﬁ:;z:gslng
S TREATMENT » Cyclones
Heat (high temperature)
pH

Microbial competition
Sedimentation

Low fragmentation REMOVAL AFTER - Screening

and low risk of loss TREATMENT & * Wind sifters
of organic waste - Magnets

REMOVAL
@ * Disposal only

preferred
option

ISWA - A Practitioner’s Guide
to Preventing and Managing Contaminants in Organic Waste Recycling




Regulatory Permit
limits
Standard rules for contamination
(plastic, litter, non compostables) AT

o/ ~.»“V* { /: | §
Composting in open systems max 1%,@%@ /‘_‘
Composting in closed systems max 5% w/w £&"

e W

Anaerobic Digestion max 5% w/w s o

Plus... ‘%
As low as reasonably practical by December#.
2025 R



Dealing with contamination on site @reassociation

Removal Green Food Packaged .

Manual
(hand picking)

@

Screening

Screw separator

Centrifugal separator

Floating/
sedimentation

CHONONCHRG)
CHONG,
®

Solubilisation
(dissolution)

Magnetic separation

Ai
(wind sifter) ©

Q
®

Density separator @

ISWA - A Practitioner’s Guide
to Preventing and Managing Contaminants in Organic Waste Recycling



Education and communication

Food waste recyding is o dean and ecasy way
to get rid of your unavoidable food waste.

RE(YC['“g your ’ We all have it, whether it's tea bags, egg shells

or banana skins, this service can be used for
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Best practice collections
+
Best practice treatment
= Quality Products

Getling it

right Education and communication

» Make it easy
* Make it normal
* ONngoing

A




Compostables
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Making
best use of
our
products

Image courtesy of 4R Group -



‘Despite all our accomplishments, we
owe our existence to a six-inch layer of
topsoil and the fact that it rains’




Thank you!

Jenny@r-e-a.net
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